Writing Strategy

For children with learning disabilities the thought of stringing a group of sentences together to form a paragraph is much too much an abstract thought.  So here’s a great mnemonic to help.  

3-2-8 paragraph 

The first sentence has three ideas in it. 

For my summer vacation I went to Paris, London, and Madrid. That is the ‘3’. 

The next phase is writing two sentences about each of the three ideas in the first sentence.   

For my summer vacation I went to Paris, London, and Madrid.  (1) In Paris, I saw the Eiffel Tower. (2) We ate lunch at the leaning tower of Pizza. (1) We then went to London where I saw the Buckingham Palace. (2) The guards really don’t smile when you talk to them. (1) When we went to Madrid we saw a bull fight. (2) The matador wore a red cape.    That is the ‘2’. 

The eighth sentence ties everything together by restating the first sentence: 

For my summer vacation I went to Paris, London, and Madrid. In Paris, I saw the Eiffel Tower. We ate lunch at the leaning tower of Pizza. We then went to London where I saw the Buckingham Palace. The guards really don’t smile when you talk to them. When we went to Madrid we saw a bull fight. The matador wore a red cape. I had such a wonderful vacation in Paris, London, and Madrid.  That is the ‘8’. 
Once the paragraphs are written you can teach the students to “make it interesting” by adding fancy words written on index cards. 

For my fabulous summer vacation, I went to Paris, London, and Madrid.  In Paris, I saw the gorgeous Eiffel Tower. We ate lunch at the quaint leaning tower of Pizza.  We then went to scenic London where I saw Buckingham Palace. The stoic guards really don’t smile when you talk to them. When we went to steamy Madrid we saw a bull fight. The brave matador wore a red cape. I had such a wonderful summer vacation in Paris, London, and Madrid. 
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