Question: 
Do you have any tips to help a learner with autism/MR understand boundaries between a 24 year old teacher and high school friends?

First and foremost, the teachers need to refrain from using cute names for themselves like Miss Sarah instead of Ms. Jones.  

This will help with the second step:

Develop a PowerPoint Relationship Narrative:

Set up a PPT slide show with the following slide titles:

1. Johnny makes friends

2. Johnny goes to Miller High School

3. Johnny wants to make friends at school.

4. It is okay to be friends with boys my own age.

5. I can tell they are my own age if I do not call them Mr. , Mrs. Or Ms.

6. Here are some of my friends who are boys: Sam, Ted, and Orville.

7. It is okay to be friends with girls my own age.

8. I can tell they are my own age if I do not call them Mr., Mrs. Or Ms.

9. Here are some of my friends who are girls: Susie, Lana, and Dolly.

10. My teachers like me and want to help me learn.  That is their job.

11. My teachers are proud of me when I treat them with respect.

12. My parents are proud of me when I treat my teachers with respect.

13. Being respectful means saying, “Please” and “Thank you.”

14. I can ask my friends to sit by me at lunch.

15. I can ask my friends to come over to my house after school.

16. I can ask my friends to play basketball on the weekend.

17. I have a lot of friends

I would then take pictures of Johnny to go with each one of the PPT slides.  Set up the slide with sound recording.  You can have Johnny do it if he is able.  On www.behaviordoctor.org there is a PPT on how to make a PPT Relationship Narrative under the Presentation page.  Set the PPT Relationship Narrative to run as a PPT show.  Then have Johnny watch it before he goes to school in the morning.  Ask the teacher to have him watch it once or twice during the day using headphones on the computer and once again at night when he gets home.  
This will help Johnny figure out the difference between friends and teachers.  

