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Books for Children on Disabilities

 

	Attention Deficit Disorder Titles



	A.D.D.- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Jumpin’ Johnny Get Back To Work (A child’s guide to hyperactivity)

This is a very funny book but has words in it like “stupid” and “crazy”.  Some parents and teachers will have a problem with those words.
	M. Gordon
	DeWitt, NY GSI
	1991

	My Brother’s a World Class Pain (A sibling’s guide to ADHD)

This is written for children to understand what ADHD is all about.  Some parents and teachers have trouble with the title of the book, but state that the book was really helpful despite the title.
	M. Gordon
	DeWitt, NY GSI
	1992

	Pay Attention Slosh

A beginning chapter book about a boy who learns to deal with attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). Eight-year-old Josh can't sit still. He can't concentrate, is easily distracted, and often annoys his family and friends. To make matters worse, he is constantly being teased by some of his classmates, who call him "Slosh."
	Mark Smith
	Albert Whitman & Company
	1997


	Attention Deficit Disorder Titles



	A.D.D.- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Putting on the Brakes (A child’s guide to understanding and gaining control over ADD)

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-8-- A simple presentation that explains what ADHD is and offers ways for its victims to gain control of their lives. Short chapters, numerous black-and-white photographs and drawings, lists, wide margins, and large type will entice children to read the book from cover to cover. The authors' suggestions are practical and clearly described. Children who have ADHD will gain self-confidence from the information presented here; anyone who knows someone who has it will be encouraged and reassured. A practical purchase for public and school libraries. --Dona Weisman, Northeast Texas Library System, Garland
	Patricia Quinn
	Magination Press
	1991

	Sometimes I Drive My Mom Crazy, But I Know She’s Crazy About Me ( A self-esteem book for overactive and impulsive children)

This book talks about school performance, school assistance, medication, doctors, behavioral modification charts.  (The charts are available for copying in the back of the book.)
	T. Parrotte and L.E. Shapiro
	King of Prussia, PA: Center for Applied Psychology
	1993

	A.D.D. - Juvenile



	I would if I Could ( A teenager’s guide to ADHD)This book has mixed reviews.  It is written as if a teenager with ADHD were speaking.  Some readers feel that the concepts covered were more appropriate for younger elementary than teenagers.  Other readers said it hit the nail on the head and was a comfort to their teenagers who felt that somebody understood them.
	M. Gordon
	DeWitt, NY GSI
	1993

	School Strategies of ADD Teens 

A book that teens with ADD will want to read.  Helpful information and recommended by several organizations.
	E.B. Dixon

S. Biggs

K.G. Nadeau
	Annandale, VA: Chesapeake Psychological Publications
	1993


	Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Titles



	Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis-Juvenile



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) (Also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease- brief biography of the study)
	Gail Sakurai
	Children’s Press
	1996


	Cerebral Palsy Titles



	Cerebral Palsy- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	All by Self (A father’s story about a differently abled child)  
	R. Taylor
	Light On Books and Videotapes
	1991

	Howie Helps Himself (Howie, who has cerebral palsy wants to be able to move his wheelchair by himself) This book gets really mixed reviews.  Some people see Howie as a depressed and pathetic young soul and others write that they see him as a hero.  You’ll have to decide for yourself before you read it to your class or children.
	John Fassler
	Albert Whitman and Company
	1975

	Seal Surfer (Review from Booklist)
Ages K-Grade 4. Ben and his grandfather form a bond with a seal pup and its mother after they witness the birth of the pup. They watch the animals through the seasons, worrying about them in the winter storms and eventually, Ben and the pup learn to play together in the surf. The story's interest lies almost entirely in the pictures, which are large, dramatic, and intensely colored in the greens and blues of the sea. Although Ben's disability is never mentioned in the text, the illustrations show Ben with crutches, a wheelchair, or a special surfboard that ties to his waist.
	Michael Foreman
	Andersen Press
	2006


	Cerebral Palsy Titles



	Cerebral Palsy- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author

	I’m the Big Sister Now

This book has great pictures that really depict a child with cerebral palsy.  It talks about the good and the not so good issues around having cerebral palsy and being a sibling of someone with cerebral palsy.
	M. Emmert
	Albert Whitman and Company
	1989

	Cerebral Palsy- Juvenile



	Barry’s Sister

This book is written about a young girl who finds out her mother is pregnant with a baby. She prays that the baby will disappear.  When the baby is born with cerebral palsy, the girl feels that her prayer to make the baby disappear caused the cerebral palsy.  She eventually learns about disabilities and becomes very protective of her brother.
	Lois Metzger
	Puffin
	1993

	Golden Daffodils

Wishing for a miracle to make her perfect and normal, a fifth grader with cerebral palsy transfers from a special school to a regular classroom.
	M. Gould
	Allied Crafts
	1991

	Kids Explore the Gifts of Children with Special Needs (writing workshop- explores fetal alcohol syndrome, cerebral palsy, dyslexia)
	Muir
	 
	1994

	On Being Sarah Sarah is 12 years old and has cerebral palsy- this book is about her friends and family
	Elizabeth Helfman
	A.Whitman
	1993

	Cerebral Palsy- Juvenile



	Sara’s Secret At first Sara doesn’t want anyone to know about her brother Justin who has cerebral palsy
	Suzanne Wanous
	Carolrhoda Books
	1995

	The Twelfth of June

Twelve-year-old Janis copes with her cerebral palsy and her changing feelings for her good friend Barney as he approaches his bar mitzvah.
	M. Gould
	Allied Crafts 
	1993

	Petey 

One of the best stories to teach empathy.  Petey details the life of a child born in the 1920’s with cerebral palsy.  Ben Mikaelsen gives us insight into deinstitutionalization in a way that lets the reader live through the eyes of Petey.  
	Ben Mikaelsen  
	Hyperion Books for Children

New York
	1998


	Down Syndrome Titles



	Down Syndrome – Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Be Good to Eddie Lee 
In this touching picture book, a girl discovers a new capacity for friendship when she spends some time with a neighbor boy who has Down's Syndrome. Christy's mother has told her to "be good to Eddie Lee," 
	Virginia Fleming
	Philomel Books
	1993

	Buddy’s Shadow

This is a book about a five year old boy with down syndrome.  He wants a friend so he saves his money to buy a puppy.
	Shirley Becker
	Jason & Nordic Publishers
	1991

	Down Syndrome Titles



	Down Syndrome – Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	How About A Hug?

Though it takes much concentration and will for her to accomplish each task, a little girl with Down's syndrome is happy to have many loving helpers along the way
	Nan Holcomb
	Jason & Nordic Publishers
	1992

	Cookie

When four-year-old Molly with Down syndrome learns to talk with her hands, she suffers fewer frustrations by being able to ask for what she wants
	Linda Kneeland
	Jason & Nordic Publishers
	1989

	Charlie’s Chuckle 

A young boy with Down Syndrome, has an infectious chuckle that helps the town stop arguing
	Clara Widess Berkus
	Woodbine House
	1992

	How Smudge Came

Cindy finds a stray puppy in a snowstorm, sneaks it up to her room, and snuggles up to it in bed: "If there's one thing Cindy knows, this is her best friend." You respond to the universal pet story before the illustrations show that Cindy is a young woman with Down syndrome.
	Nan Gregory
	Walker & Company
	1997

	Veronica’s First Year 
Nine-year-old Nathan helps welcome his baby sister, who has Down’s Syndrome into the family.
	Jean Sasso Rheingrover
	Albert Whitman & Company
	1996

	Where’s Chimpy? 

Misty, a little girl with Down Syndrome and her father go searching for her stuffed monkey.
	Berniece Rabe
	Dutton
	1981

	Down Syndrome- Juvenile



	Chris Burke: Actor  
Life of television star with Down Syndrome
	Helen Monsoon Geraghty
	Chelsea House
	1995

	Fighting Tackle 

A Star football player must deal with his younger brother who has Down Syndrome who is becoming a faster runner- just when he is slowing down on the team
	Matt Christopher
	Little Brown
	1994

	Loving Ben 

A teenage girl loses her brother who is hydrocephalic and begins working with a child with Down Syndrome.
	Elizabeth Laird
	Delacorte Press
	1988

	The Man Who Loved Clowns  

Uncle Punky has Down Syndrome and sometimes 13 year old Delrita is ashamed of his behavior.
	June Rae Wood
	Putnam’s Sons
	1992

	Thumbs Up, Rico  

Three separate stories about a boy with Down Syndrome as he makes friends, helps his sister and finally draws a picture he likes.
	Maria Testa
	Whitman
	1994


	General Books on Disabilities



	General Books- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	About Handicaps: An Open Family Book for Parents and Children Together 

Photographs and text to explore relationships between children with and without disabilities
	Sara Bonnett Stein
	Walker
	1974

	Harry and Willy and Carrothead

(Picture book)

This is a book encouraging self-respect among children despite physical differences. Born without a left hand, Harry is, in the words of a schoolmate, "just a regular kid." He enjoys the same games, and his matter-of-fact responses to other children's questions soon satisfy their curiosity. He makes friends with a redheaded boy named Oscar, and when another classmate calls him "Carrothead," Harry jumps to his defense.
	Judith Caseley
	Greenwillow
	1991

	How It Feels To Live With a Physical Disability
Photographs and interviews showing children living with physical disabilities.  The book covers blindness, cerebral palsy, paralysis, and missing limbs.  This book would help spark discussions with young children.
	Jill Krementz
	Simon & Schuster
	1992


	General Books on Disabilities



	General Books- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	My Brother Matthew

When David finally gets to visit his new brother in the hospital, he can barely see the baby for the wires and equipment around him. Matthew was born with disabilities, and this fact has taken over the family. Even David's birthday party is sacrificed. But when Matthew finally comes home, the boy establishes a bond with him. As the years pass, he plays space explorers, swims, and takes walks with Matthew, realizing that he is pretty special. More than just a realistic look at the effect a child with disabilities has on a family, this is a compassionate, lively look at a relationship.
	Mary Thompson
	Woodbine House
	1992

	Now One Foot, Now the Other

When his grandfather suffers a stroke, Bobby teaches him to walk, just as his grandfather had once taught him
	Tomie De Paola
	Putnam Publishing Group
	1981

	Views from Our Shoes 
Growing up with a brother or sister with special needs.
	Donald J. Meyer
	Woodbine House
	1997


	General Books- Juvenile



	Don’t Feel Sorry For Paul Photographs and text that capture the life of a boy with disabilities who learns to live in a world made for those without disabilities.
	Bernard Wolf
	Lippincott
	1974

	Extraordinary People With Disabilities 

This book profiles seven dozen people with various physical and mental disabilities.
	Deborah Kent
	Children’s Press
	1996

	Finding a Way: Living with Exceptional Brothers and Sisters Photographs and text describe brother/ sister relationships.
	Maxine Rosenberg
	Lothrop, Lee & Shepard
	1988

	Hearts of Gold:  A Celebration of Special Olympics and its Heroes 
Covers the history of the Special Olympics, the various events in which mentally and physically handicapped athletes compete, and some of the people involved in this international competition.
	Sheila Dinn
	Blackbirch Press
	1996

	Kids Explore the Gifts of Children with Special Needs 

This was a writing workshop that explores fetal alcohol syndrome, cerebral palsy, and dyslexia.
	Muir
	 
	1994

	The Disability Rights Movement This book traces the development of the disability rights movement.
 
	Deborah Kent
	Children’s Press
	1996


	Hearing- Titles



	Hearing- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	A Very Special Friend 
In search of a friend her own age, 5 year old Frannie meets Laura, who is deaf, and learns sign language from her new friend.
	Dorothy Hoffman Levi
	Kendall Green Publications
	1989

	Apple is My Sign  
A 10 year old boy returns to his parents’ apple farm for the holidays after his first term at a school for the deaf in Philadelphia.
	Mary Riskind
	Houghton Mifflin
	1981

	Dad And Me In The Morning
A young deaf boy awakens to the light of his special alarm clock, puts in his hearing aids, and tiptoes to awaken his father. Together they walk to the beach, observing nature. Jacob and his father have "lots of ways of talking...signing, reading lips, or just squeezing each other's hands."
	Patricia Lakin
	Albert Whitman & Company
	1994

	Going With the Flow  
When Mark changes schools in mid-year, he is angry, lonely, and embarrassed by his deafness, but he soon begins to adjust.
	Claire H. Blatchford
	Carolrhoda Books
	1998

	Handtalk School

This is fourth in an acclaimed series using fresh engaging photos to introduce American Sign Language through the activities of children at a school for the deaf. A day's cycle is shown here, including meals, sports, and a holiday play.
	George Ancona

Mary Beth Miler
	Four Winds Press
	1991

	Hearing- Titles



	Hearing- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	I Have a Sister, My Sister is Deaf

An excellent vehicle for explaining the world of the totally deaf to very young children.  This book would be great for starting discussions.
	Jeanne Peterson
	Harper Collins
	1977

	Moses Goes To a Concert

This book is for readers who may well have assumed that the ability to hear is a prerequisite for enjoying music. Holding balloons that their teacher passes out to help them "feel the music," Moses and his classmates are thrilled to pick up the vibrations.
	Isaac Millman
	Farrar, Straus and Giroux
	2002

	Tell Me How the Wind Sounds

A summer vacation teaches Amanda about life and love when she meets and falls in love with Jake, the deaf son of a local fisherman
	Leslie Guccione
	Scholastic
	1989

	When I Grow Up
Jimmy, who is deaf, attends Career Day where he meets deaf adults with varied and interesting careers, who communicate using sign language. Includes diagrams illustrating signs for some of the words in the text.
	Candri Hodges
	Nordic Publishers
	In press


	Hearing- Juvenile



	Hand, Heart, and Mind:  The Story of the Education of American’s Deaf People 
Focuses on efforts to educate people with deafness from colonial times to present.
	Lou Ann Walker
	Dial
	1994


	Intellectual Disabilities Titles



	Intellectual Disabilities- Early child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	He’s My Brother 
This book is about a young boy who describes the experiences of having a brother who has trouble learning in school.
	Joe Lasker
	Albert Whitman and Company
	1974

	Making Room for Uncle Joe 
When a state hospital school closes and Uncle Joe comes to live with them- everyone is apprehensive about having a relative with Intellectual Disabilities living with them.
	Ada Bassett Litchfield
	Whitman
	1984

	My Friend Jacob 
A young boy tells of his best friend who is older and mentally slower than himself.
	Lucille Clifton
	Dutton
	1980

	Somebody Called Me a Retard Today—and My Heart Felt Sad 
A girl expresses her sadness at being called a “retard” by people who do not know her and understand her good qualities
	Ellen Cassels O’Shaughnessy
	Walker
	1992

	Intellectual Disabilities Titles



	Intellectual Disabilities- Early child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Jirohattan 
Japanese story of a boy in WWII who couldn’t enlist but helped evacuate children
	Hana Mori
	Bess Press
	1993

	Leslie’s Story:  A Book About a Girl with Mental Retardation 
Describes the home and school life of a twelve year old girl with Intellectual Disabilities

	Martha McNey
	Lerner Publications
	1996

	Intellectual Disabilities- Juvenile



	Odd Man Out 
Twins would like to be accepted as sixth graders but learn that helping a lonely man with Intellectual Disabilities is more important
	Gail Radley
	Macmillan
	1995

	Risk N’ Roses 
Skip would like to shed her responsibility for her sister with Intellectual Disabilities and join her new friends in the Bronx
	Jan Slepian
	Philomel
	1990

	The Reason for Janey 
Philly’s life changes greatly when his mother takes in an adult with intellectual disabilities to live with them
	Nancy Hope Wilson
	Macmillan
	1994

	The Summer of the Swans 
A teenage girl gains insight into herself and her family when her brother with Intellectual Disabilities gets lost.
	Betsy Byars
	Viking Press
	1972

	Intellectual Disabilities- Juvenile



	We Laugh, We Love, We Cry:  Children Living with Mental Retardation. 
Describes home life and schooling of two sisters with Intellectual Disabilities
	Thomas Bergman
	Gareth Stevens Children’s Books
	1989

	Welcome Home Jellybean 
Neil’s life turns upside down when his parents take his sister with Intellectual Disabilities out of an institution and bring her home to stay.
	Marlene Fanta Shyer
	Scribner
	1978

	When Pigs Fly 
 13 year old friends do everything together including taking care of her younger sister with Intellectual Disabilities
	June Rae Wood
	Putnam
	1995


	Learning Disabilities Titles



	Learning Disabilities- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	The Don't-Give-Up Kid And Learning Differences
Helps  explain learning differences and labels.
	Jeanne Gehret
	Verbal Images Press
	1992

	The Survival Guide For Kids with LD

A book intended for use by young people with this disability. While LD may mean learning disabled to some people, to them, the authors explain, it means "learning different."
	Gary Fisher

Rhoda Cummings
	Free Spirit Press
	1990

	Learning Disabilities Titles



	Learning Disabilities- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Trouble with School 
A family story about learning disabilities
	Kathryn Boesel Dunn

Allison Boesel Dunn
	Woodbine House
	1993


	Learning Disabilities- Juvenile



	Freak the Mighty

Maxwell Kane, a awkward eighth grader who describes himself as a "butthead goon," has lived with grandparents Grim and Gram ever since his father was imprisoned for murdering his mother. Name calling schoolmates and special education haven't improved his self-image, so he is not prepared for a friendship with Kevin, aka Freak, a genius with physical disabilities.
	W.R. Philbrick
	Scholastic
	1993

	Just Kids: Visiting a Class for Children with Special Needs

When a teacher overhears Cindy call a girl in a special education class a "retard," he arranges for the second grader to spend some time in the special-needs classroom. Over the next two weeks, Cindy comes to know Ashley and her classmates and learns a bit about epilepsy, autism, ADHD, Down syndrome, and other disabilities.
	Ellen B. Senisi
	Dutton Children's Books
	1998

	Learning Disabilities- Juvenile



	My name is Brian Brain
Brian dreads entering sixth grade, knowing his learning experiences will be fraught with the confusion and frustration of years past. But on opening day, his teacher recognizes his problem--tipped off by the boy's reversing letters when writing his name--and conducts a battery of tests. Results indicate that, despite a keen intellect, Brian has dyslexia.
	J. Betancourt
	Scholastic
	1993

	The Survival Guide for Teenagers with LD 
A guide to help young people with learning differences cope with the educational and social experiences they will face as they grow up. As such, it is also a useful book for any teen searching for answers about how to find a job, set goals, and make friends.
	Gary Fisher

Rhoda Cummings
	Free Spirit Press
	1993

	The Upside Down Kids 
Helping dyslexic children understand themselves and their disorder
	Al Sanders

H.N Levinson
	M. Evans Press
	1991


	Vision Titles



	Vision- Picture Books



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	A Picture Book of Helen Keller 
A brief biography of the woman who overcame her disabilities of being both blind and deaf
	David Adler
	Holiday House
	1990

	Vision Titles



	Vision- Picture Books



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	All the Better to See You With
Kate gets along in life, never knowing that the fuzzy images she sees are not what everyone else sees, till one day at the beach when she can't find her nearby family. Her parents promptly take action, and Kate is delighted with her new glasses.
	Margaret Wilde
	Whitman
	1993

	Arthur’s Eyes

Another great Arthur book.  Arthur gets teased by his friends when he gets glasses, but he soon learns to wear them with pride
	Marc Brown
	Little
	1979

	Baby Duck and the Bad Eyeglasses

Baby Duck returns with yet another challenge for her family? contriving her acceptance of a pair of unwanted eyeglasses. Mr. and Mrs. Duck try to flatter, encourage, and distract their child to no avail. Baby Duck won't hop or dance for fear of losing her spectacles
	Amy Hest
	Candlewick
	1996

	Glasses for D.W.

D.W. wants to wear glasses, just like her big brother, Arthur.  After Arthur explains that without his glasses a hat looks like a bat and some string looks like a ring. D.W. sets out to prove that everything looks funny to her, too.  Finally, Arthur finds a way to make his sister see the situation a bit more clearly! 
	 
	Random
	1996


	Vision Titles



	Vision- Picture Books



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Glasses-Who Needs Em?

When a young patient states, "I'm worried about looking like a dork," the optometrist lists others who wear spectacles--"monster-movie" stunt people, famous inventors, entire planets. Just when he decides the doctor is crazy, the boy looks through the glasses and sees what he's been missing almost everyone and everything in the world wearing glasses.
	Lane Smith
	Puffin, Dutton
	1995

	Luna and the Big Blur:  A Story for Children Who Wear Glasses.

Luna is nearsighted and hates wearing glasses, and she hates her name. One night, Luna dreams she can see just fine without her glasses. But when she tries going without her glasses the next day, she bumps into everything and almost gets hurt. When her father tells her that she is special and that she was actually named after the moon, she cheers up and announces that she doesn't mind wearing glasses anymore.
	Shirley Day
	Magination Press
	1995


	Vision Titles



	Vision- Picture Books



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Mandy Sue Day

This about a young girl who unknown to the readers is blind as she takes a day off school and chores to enjoy a day of Indian Summer.  Mandy describes her horse in vivid detail.  At the end of the book the readers discover that Mandy is blind.
	Roberta Karim
	Clarion Books
	2003

	Mom.  I Need Glasses

Susan discovers that having an eye exam does not hurt at all and it also results in glasses which help her see much better
	Angelika Wolff
	Lion Books
	1971

	Mrs. Honey’s Glasses

This is a book for young children that sends the readers on a wild goose chase looking for grandma’s glasses only to find them in the end in her apron pocket.
	Pam Adams
	Child’s Play
	1993

	See the Ocean

A soothing story about a little girl and her family and their annual visits to the beach. One year it is very foggy and the boys cannot see the ocean, but Nellie announces that she can see it and describes it. Their mother tells the boys that their blind sister can see with her mind.
	Estelle Condra
	Ideals Publications
	1994

	What Can Rabbit See?

This is a lift the tab book for young children.  Great discussion book.
	Lucy Cousins
	Morrow
	1991


	Vision- Early Child



	A Girl Named Helen Keller

It's about a fascinating young girl whose illness when she was a baby caused her to lose her hearing and eyesight and later goes on a big adventure with her headstrong young teacher.
	Margo Lundell
	Scholastic
	1995

	Catching: 
A Book for all children with pictures to feel as well as to see. Tired of being “it” when they play tag, Little Rough thinks of a plan to fool Little Shaggy in this story.
	Virginia Allen Jensen
	Philomel Books
	1983

	From Anna

A wonderful novel by Jean Little, about a family emigrating from pre-Nazi Germany and moving to Canada. The story focuses on the efforts of the youngest child, Anna, whose poor vision and clumsiness has made her an outcast in her family. A very important part of the story is Anna's struggle to make a special Christmas present.
	Jean Little
	Harper-Collins
	1972

	Jenny’s Magic Wand 
Jenny attended the school for the Blind.  She was worried about starting classes at the public school- one day she proves she is just one of the kids.
	Helen Hermann
	F. Watts
	1988

	Lucy’s Pictures 
A young girl creates a special picture that her blind grandfather can “see” with his hands.
	Nicola Moon
	Dial Books for Young Readers
	1994


	Vision- Early Child



	My Hands, My World 
With her secret friend, a young blind child goes through an ordinary day, sensing the world around her by feeling, smelling, talking and hearing.
	Catherine Brighton
	Macmillan 
	1984

	Poor Girl, Rich Girl

Believing that her thick eye glasses make her unattractive, Miranda has her heart set on contact lenses. Told by her parents that contacts are not within their budget, she makes up her mind to get a summer job and buy them herself.
	Johniece Marshall Wilson
	Scholastic 1
	1992

	See You Tomorrow, Charles
The first graders learn to accept the new boy, who is blind, as one of the group
	Miriam Cohen
	Greenwillow
	1983

	Sing to the Stars 

When Ephram becomes friends with a blind man in his neighborhood he finds out that his neighbor hasn’t played the piano for a long time.  He talks him into going back to the stage
	Mary Brigid Barrett
	Little, Brown
	1994

	How Do Our Eyes See?

A basic introduction to how our bodies see, exploring such topics as light and dark, color, and glasses.
	Carol Ballard
	Raintree Steck-Vaughn


	1998

	Why Do Some People Wear Glasses?

Briefly describes how our eyes work, various vision problems, and how glasses can help us see better.
	Isaac Asimov & Carrie Dierks
	Gareth Stevens, Inc.
	1993


	Vision-Juvenile Level



	Business is Looking Up:  Featuring Renaldo Rodrigues 
An 11 year old who is visually impaired sets up a greeting card service for step families.  He discovers there is more to running a business than just making money.
	Barbara Aiello
	Twenty-First Century Books
	1988

	Carver

Jon hears the ball land near him, and a voice asking him to throw it back. "Where is it?" he calls, and the boy asks, "Are you blind?" "Yeah!," Jon answers. Jon is back in his home school for the first time with sighted children and with a teacher who doesn't want to teach a blind child.
	Ruth Yaffe Radin
	Macmillan
	1990

	Dear Dr. Bell—Your Friend, Helen Keller 
Follows parallel lives of Bell and Keller who supported each other.  Great book about reciprocal friendship. 
	Judith St. George
	Putnam’s Sons
	1992

	Follow My Leader 
An accident with fireworks causes Jimmy to be blind.  He learns to adapt to blindness
	James Garfield
	Viking
	1957

	Hannah

A nine-year-old girl who is visually impaired lives in the Wild West of 1887. When the new teacher arrives , Hannah's mother is persuaded to allow her to go to school. Hannah proves that she can learn by listening and finds out that she can get books in Braille.
	Gloria Whelan and Leslie Bowman
	Knopf Publications
	1991

	Vision

	Four books on the Life of Helen Keller:

Helen Keller (Biography)

Lois Markham

Watts

1993

Helen Keller (Describes how she overcame disabilities to become a noted writer)

Dennis Wepman

Chelsea House

1987

Helen Keller (Traces the life accomplishments)

Richard Tames

Philomel

1990

Helen Keller: A Light for the Blind (Biography of adventures)

Kathleeen Kudlinski

Viking Kestrel

1989

	Louis Braille: The Blind Boy Who Wanted To Read 
True story of French boy who invented the world’s most popular reading and writing system when he was just 15 years old
	Dennis Fradin
	Silver Press
	1997

	Mystery at Camp Triumph 
A girl recently blinded by an auto accident comes to terms with her disability at a camp while solving mysteries
	Mary Blount Christian
	A. Whitman
	1986

	Out of Darkness:  The Story of Louis Braille (Biography)
	Russell Freedman
	Clarion Books 
	1997

	Seeing in Special Ways 
Interviews with children in Sweden who are blind and partially sighted 
	Thomas Bergman
	Gareth Stevens Children’s Books 
	1989


	Vision-Juvenile Level



	Sees Behind Trees 
A young native American boy with a special gift to “see beyond the trees” journeys with an old warrior to a land of mystery and beauty
	Michael Dorris
	Hyperion Books for Children
	1996


	Wheelchair Stories



	Wheelchair Stories- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Arnie and the New Kid 
When Arnie has to use crutches from an accident he understands the limits and possibilities of his classmate in a wheelchair.
	Nancy Carlson
	Puffin
	1990

	Helping Hands: How Monkeys Assist People Who Are Disabled
A photo-essay focusing on a teenager with quadriplegia and his capuchin monkey who assists him.
	Suzanne Haldane
	Dutton Books
	1991

	Here Comes Kate! 
A girl in a wheelchair learns when to go fast and when to go slow.
	Judy Carlson
	Raintree
	1989

	Howie Helps Himself 
Howie, who has cerebral palsy wants to be able to move his wheelchair by himself
	John Fassler
	Albert Whitman and Company
	1975

	Just a Little Different

A child relates how he and his best friend, who is in a wheelchair, are both alike and different
	Bonnie Dobkin
	Children's Press
	1994

	Wheelchair Stories



	Wheelchair Stories- Early Child



	Title and Description
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	Mama Zooms 
A wonderful mama takes him zooming everywhere in her zooming machine
	Jane Cowen-Fletcher
	Scholastic
	1993

	Our Mom 
An Active mother who despite the fact that she is in a wheelchair does all the same things mothers who aren’t in wheelchairs can do.
	Kay Burns
	Watts
	1989

	The Balancing Girl 
A first grader who is good at balancing objects while in her wheelchair thinks up the greatest balancing act ever for the school carnival
	Berniece Rabe
	Dutton
	1981

	The Storm 
Although confined to a wheelchair, Jonathan faces a tornado and saves all the horses on the family farm.
 
	Marc Harshman
	Cobblehill Books/Dutton
	1995


	Wheelchairs- Juvenile



	Margaret’s Moves 
9-year-old Margaret, who has spina- bifida, longs for a new light weight wheelchair so she can speed around like her sporty brother
	Berniece Rabe
	Dutton
	1987

	Stephen Hawking:  Revolutionary Physicist 
Describes the life of a renowned physicist who has taken the study of cosmology further than most in his field -  He is in a wheelchair and needs a computer to communicate and travel.
	Melissa McDaniel
	Chelsea House
	1994


Movies Where a Character is Portrayed As A Person With A Disability

	Autism



	Title
	Year Produced
	Description

	Boy Who Could Fly, The 
	1986
	A teenage boy with autism finds romance with a teenage girl whose father suffering from cancer committed suicide. The boy’s parents died in a plane crash and lives in his own world. After a fall believes he can fly. 

	Forrest Gump 
	1994
	Most memorable line from the movie “Life is like a box of chocolates.  You never know what you’re going to get.”  Tom Hanks and Sally Fields.  This movie takes the audience through early childhood and adulthood following Forrest. 

	Mercury Rising 
	1998
	Simon is a nine year old child who is very good at puzzles and codes and he solves a puzzle which results in his ringing a number which puts him through to a top secret project. This code had been placed in a puzzle book to flesh out geeks. So much has been invested in this 

'unbreakable' code that the man at the top of the agency decides to eliminate the kid. The parents are killed but the kid escapes and Bruce Willis is given the job of protecting him. But he admits that he's no idea how to handle Simon.

	Molly 
	1999
	This is a female version of Flowers for Algernon.  Elizabeth Shue plays a young lady with autistic like patterns and is chosen for some “stem cell” like research which eventually leads to her learning to read etc.  Of course the plot is very transparent and the observer quickly figures out that this will reverse in the near future.

	Nell 
	1994
	Jodie Foster plays a young woman who has been raised in the back woods by her mother using only a language the two of them understand.  Nell has characteristics of autism.  When her mother dies of a stroke, a doctor coaxes Nell out of her shell and she coaxes him to think outside the box.

	Rain Man
	1988
	Tom Cruise plays a self-involved yuppie who exploits his autistic brother, played by Dustin Hoffman. Important note is that Dustin Hoffman plays an autistic savant and not all people with autism can count toothpicks when they fall on the floor. 

	What's Eating Gilbert Grape 
	1993
	Gilbert Grape is a young man with autistic like tendencies who has a penchant for climbing water towers.  This movie looks at family relationships when one of the family members has significant needs.


Blind:

	Title
	Year Produced
	Description

	At First Sight


	1999
	Val Kilmer plays Virgil Adamson, a man blind since the age of three.  At the pleading of his girlfriend (Mira Sorvino), he undergoes an operation that restores his sight, but he struggles with his new life.

	Dancer  In The Dark


	2000
	Selma is hiding a sad secret: she is losing her eyesight and her son Gene needs an operation or he too will suffer the same fate. When a desperate neighbor incorrectly accuses Selma of stealing his savings, the saga of her life escalates to a tragic finale. 


