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Education

1. University of Kansas

Lawrence, Kansas

Program:  Cognitive and Multiple Disabilities/ Families and Policy

Minor:  Research

Degree: Doctor of Philosophy (December, 2002)

Dissertation: Enhancing Independent Transition Skills Through Use of A Self-Directed Visual and Auditory Prompting System and Palmtop Computer

Chairperson:  Michael Wehmeyer, Ph.D. and Ann Turnbull, Ed.D.

2. University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Charlotte, North Carolina

Program: Program Certification in Mental Retardation

3. Kansas State University

Manhattan, Kansas

Program: Special Education/ Consulting/ Counseling

Degree: Master of Science (December, 1987)

Chair:  Warren White, Ph.D.

4. Kansas State University

Manhattan, Kansas

Program: Elementary Education/ Minor in Special Education

Degree: Bachelor of Science (July, 1978)

Professional Positions

1. Private Consultant for Behavior Management Seminars

Behavior Doctor Seminars

Lawrence, Kansas
August 2004-present

2. Visiting Professor at University of Central Oklahoma

Applied Behavior Analysis for Classroom Teachers

Edmond, Oklahoma

August 2007-present

3. Bureau of Education Research

Seminar Presentations

PO Box 96068
Bellevue, WA 98009-9668

May 2006-2009
4. Adjunct Professor of Psychology and Guest Lecturer

Georgia State University

Atlanta, Georgia

September 2003- 2005

5. Director of the Positive Behavior Support of Georgia Program

Department of Education/ Division for Exceptional Children

Atlanta, Georgia

August 2002-2006

6. Website Manager for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports

Office of Special Education Programs

Lifespan Institute: University of Kansas

Washington, D.C.

August 2000-present  (full time 2000-2003)  (part time 2003-present)
Honors and Awards

2005 Who’s Who Among America’s Women 

2001 Pi Lambda Theta Honor Sorority

1998 Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers

1986 Phi Kappa Phi Honor Sorority

Current Topical and Departmental Committees

DOE OK State Level Steering Committee for Positive Behavior Support
July, 2003-

OSEP Partner in Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports Committee
August, 1999-

Teaching

Graduate level courses

Applied Behavior Analysis (Spring, 2007, Fall, 2007, Spring, 2008, Fall, 2008) Instructor for graduate course in the School of Special Education Program, College of Education, University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond, Oklahoma

Applied Behavior Analysis (Fall, 2003; Spring, 2004; Fall, 2004; Spring, 2005) Instructor for graduate course in the School of Psychology Program, College of Education, Georgia State University, Atlanta, Georgia

Functional Behavior Assessment (Fall 2003; Spring, 2004; Fall, 2004; Spring, 2005;  Summer, 2005; Fall, 2005; Spring 2006; Summer, 2006) Guest Lecturer for graduate level courses in the Teacher Alternative Placement Program through various Georgia University accreditation, Regional Educational Service Agency, Atlanta, Georgia
Writing Behavioral Intervention Plans (Fall 2003; Spring, 2004; Fall, 2004; Spring, 2005;  Summer, 2005; Fall, 2005; Spring 2006; Summer, 2006) Guest Lecturer for graduate level courses in the Teacher Alternative Placement Program through various Georgia University accreditation, Regional Educational Service Agency, Atlanta, Georgia
Making Data Based Decisions (Fall 2003; Spring, 2004; Fall, 2004; Spring, 2005;  Summer, 2005; Fall, 2005; Spring 2006; Summer, 2006) Guest Lecturer for graduate level courses in the Teacher Alternative Placement Program through various Georgia University accreditation, Regional Educational Service Agency, Atlanta, Georgia
School-wide Positive Behavior Support (Summer, 2003; Fall 2003; Spring, 2004; Fall, 2004; Spring, 2005;  Summer, 2005; Fall, 2005; Spring 2006; Summer, 2006) Lead trainer for Georgia Schools through various Georgia University accreditation, Regional Educational Service Agency, Atlanta, Georgia

Classroom Management Strategies (Fall 2003; Spring, 2004; Fall, 2004; Spring, 2005;  Summer, 2005; Fall, 2005; Spring 2006; Summer, 2006) Guest Lecturer for graduate level courses in the Teacher Alternative Placement Program through various Georgia University accreditation, Regional Educational Service Agency, Atlanta, Georgia
Family and Inter-professional Collaboration in Special Education (Spring, 2002)  Co-instructor for graduate course in the School of Families and Policy, College of Education, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas

Grants and Contracts

Positive Behavior Support of Georgia (2006).  Principal Investigator.  This contract provides support for the state of Georgia to build capacity within local schools for making data based decisions. $450,000 per year.

Effective Behavioral and Instructional Supports (2004-present). Co-PI.  This is a school improvement grant for the state of Georgia implementing systems change at the school level for almost 80 schools in the state of Georgia. $462,000.

Behavioral Intervention Program (2002-2006). Principal Investigator.  This contract provides support for the state of Georgia to provide technical assistance to schools for children with autism and intellectual disabilities who have behaviors that are impeding their learning or that of others. $ 450,000.

Technical Assistance Center for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports. (1999-present).  This grant provides technical assistance to over 5000 schools across the United States for making data based decisions at the system level.  This is the second funding of this grant through the Office of Special Education Programs. 

Study of State and Local Implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. (2001).  This grant was sponsored by the Office of Special Education Programs and awarded to the ABT corporation.  The focus was the travel the United States doing a random study using focus groups and anecdotal records to determine the current implementation of IDEA. This information was then reported to congress to assist with the reauthorization of IDEA 2004.

Steps to Success (2002).  This grant focused on a partnership between Kansas City, Kansas schools and the University of Kansas using Positive Behavior Support, School Improvement Teams, and Community Schools.  $450,000 per year.
Publications
Journal Articles

Freeman, R. L., Grzymala-Busse, J. W., Riffel, L. A., & Schroeder, S. R. (2001). A self-injurious behavior data set analyzed by data mining system LERS. Bulletin of International Rough Set Society Proceedings of RSTGC, 5, 195-2000. 

Freeman, R., Grzymala-Busse, J., Riffel, L., Schroeder, S. (2001) Analyzing the Relation between Heart Rate, Problem Behavior, and Environmental Events Using Data Mining System LERS. CBMS 2001: 11-16
Riffel, L., Wehmeyer, M., Turnbull, A., Lattimore, J., Davies, D., Stock, S., Fisher, S., (2005) Enhancing Independent Transition Skills Through Use of A Self-Directed Visual and Auditory Prompting System and Palmtop Computer. Journal of Special Education Technology (JSET), 20,2.

Turnbull, A., Edmonson, H., Griggs, P., Wickham, D., Freeman, R., Guess, D., Lassen, S., McCart, A., Park. J., Riffel, L., Turnbull, R. & Warren. J. (2002). A blueprint for schoolwide positive behavior support: Implementation of three components. Exceptional Children, 68, 377-402.

Book Chapters

Riffel, L. & Wehmeyer, M. Life Centered Career Education Curriculum (2002) Council for Exceptional Children, 98 units of the curriculum.

Electronic Resources

Riffel, L. (2005) Getting Behavior in Shape at Home.  [Electronic version].  Office of Special Education Programs Technical Assistance Center for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports.    Family and PBS.

Riffel, L.A. (2006).  Writing Behavioral Intervention Plans Based on Functional Behavior Assessments. [Electronic version]. Positive Behavior Support of Georgia, 1-105.

Riffel, L.A. (2006).  There’s More Than One Way to Mine for Gold in Data Collection. [Electronic version]. Positive Behavior Support of Georgia,  1-122.

Riffel, L.A. (2006).  Positive Interventions and Effective Strategies. [Electronic version]. Positive Behavior Support of Georgia, 1-105.

Riffel, L.A. (2006).  Positive Behavior Support for Bus Drivers. [Electronic version]. Positive Behavior Support of Georgia. 1-43.

Riffel, L.A. (2006). Stork Manual for Parents. [Electronic version]. Positive Behavior Support of Georgia. 1-105.

Riffel, L.A., Turnbull, A. P. (2002). Putting Positive Behavior Support in the Individualized Education Plan for Educators. [Electronic version]. Office of Special Education Programs Technical Assistance Center for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports.  Family and PBS.

Riffel, L.A., Turnbull, A. P. (2002). Putting Positive Behavior Support in the Individualized Education Plan for Parents.  [Electronic version]. Office of Special Education Programs Technical Assistance Center for Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports.  Family and PBS.

Riffel, L. & Williams, L., (2004) I Can’t Teach Because This Kid Is Driving Me Crazy. [Electronic version]. University of Kansas. Special Connections.  

Riffel, L. & Williams, L., (2004) This Case is Taylor Made. [Electronic version]. University of Kansas. Special Connections.  

Riffel, L. & Williams, L., (2004) Sometimes a Functional Behavior Assessment is Not Enough. [Electronic version].  University of Kansas. Special Connections.  

Professional Presentations

Peer-Reviewed Paper Presentations

Freeman, R. , Grzymala-Busse, J. W., Riffel, L. A., & Schroeder, S. R.  (2001). A self-injurious behavior data set analyzed by data mining system LERS. JSAI (Japanese Society of Artificial Intelligence) International Workshop on Rough Set Theory and Granular Computing, May 20 - 22, 2001, Matsue, Shimane, Japan. 

Freeman, R. L., Grzymala-Busse, J. W., Riffel, L. A., & Schroeder, S. R. (2001). Analyzing the relation between heart rate, problem behavior, and environmental events using data mining system LERS. Fourteenth IEEE Symposium on Computer-Based Medical Systems (CBMS 2001), July 26-27, 2001 at the Natcher Center, Washington, DC.

Schiller, E., Cohen, G., Fiore, T., Muller, E., Robertson, A., Schearer-Lingo, A., Boerman, T., Calderhead, W., Douglas, Z., Glantz, F., Hailey, L., Kretchmar, J., Levin, M., Riffel, L., and Rooney, R.(2002). Study of state and local implementation and impact of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Abt Corporation. Presented by OSEP to Congress.

Invited Addresses (selected sample)
Riffel, L.A. (2008, March) Writing a Behavior Intervention Plan Based on a Functional Behavior Assessment.  Invited workshop presented at the Association for Positive Behavior Support in Chicago, Illinois.

Riffel, L.A. (2008, January). Positive Interventions and Effective Strategies.  Invited address to keynote all staff in Reykjavik, Iceland.
Riffel, L.A. (2007, December).  Positive Behavior Support for Bus Drivers. Invited address given to all PBS staff and transportation for training bus drivers in proactive strategies.  District 75, NYC.
Professional References

George Sugai, Ph.D.

Co-Director of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports

Professor & Neag Endowed Chair

University of Connecticut

Neag School of Education

249 Glenbrook Road Unit 2064

Storrs, CT 06269-2064

George.sugai@uconn.edu 
860-486-0289 (office)

860-486-0180 (fax)

Amy McCart, Ph.D.

Associate Research Professor

Bureau of Child Research

Beach Center 

1000 Sunnyside Avenue
Lawrence, KS 66045-7555

amymc@ku.edu 

816-719-3393
Hollie Steil

Assistant Director for South Metro Psychoeducational Program

5277 Ash Street

Forest Park, Georgia 30297

404-362-2017 office

770-461-0033 home

404-790-7333 cell

hsteil@clayton.k12.ga.us 

Juane Heflin, Ph.D.

University Supervisor

Department of Educational Psychology and Special Education

Georgia State University

30 Pryor Street, Suite 850

Atlanta, GA 30302

404-651-2310

jheflin@gsu.edu 

